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Before darkness descended across The Republic, Ion Murphy 
was a humble tractor driver at his family’s farm on 
Tikonov. Though a second-generation descendant of the First 
Davion Guards, Murphy would likely not have been motivated 
to join Duke Aaron Sandoval’s Swordsworn faction were it 
not for the loss of his cousin, Cecil Murphy, in the Battle 
for New Rhodes III. In that clash between the Swordsworn 
and Bannson’s Raiders, Cecil, a vehicle commander with 
the Davion Guards, died just outside the planetary capital 
of Xerxes. It was only on learning of his cousin’s death 
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DANAI SUPPORT VEHICLE
Serial Number: MC037-0012B
Mass: 45 tons

Movement Type: Wheeled
Power Plant: GM 205 Fusion

Cruising Speed: 54 kph
Flank Speed: 81 kph
Armor: Maximillian 43 
  Standard
Armament:
1 Bithinian Ballistics 
  Thumper Artillery 
  Piece
2 Firmir Improved 
  Extended-Range 
  Medium Lasers

Commentary
The Danai support vehicle debuted in the middle 
of the Word of Blake Jihad as another product of the ongoing 
cooperation between the Capellan Confederation and its 
periphery neighbors in the Magistracy of Canopus. Intended to 
provide highly mobile artillery support in battle, the well-
armored and armed Danai enabled field commanders to bring 
incredible firepower to bear even in a fluid engagement.
 MC037-0012B, dubbed “Cecil’s Sword” by its current 
commander, was originally built for use by the Canopian Armed 
Forces, but was traded to House Liao shortly after the end 
of the Jihad. The vehicle was captured by Republican forces 
years later, during the Confederation’s disastrous invasion of 
Prefecture V, and was among the militia units defending Tikonov 
when the HPG network went dark. Ion Murphy prefers to take the 
high ground early in battle, so that he can actually see the 
outcome of his vehicle’s fire and personally make adjustments.

against what he saw as “soulless corporate 
monsters,” that Murphy finally decided to sign 
up. Though his skills were not sufficient to place him in 
the Swordsworn’s BattleMech forces, Ion’s driving sense 
of family obligation and revenge helped him earn a role 
in the faction’s support branch, at the helm of a powerful 
artillery support tank.
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